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SAINT OLAF NEWS

Mark you calendars for the Saint Olaf Music Series, our 2019-2020  
Music Series features a diverse assortment of quality musicians 
and ensembles for all to enjoy.

Giving Tree Brings 
Holiday Cheer
Helping connect Saint Olaf 
members and visitors to  
those in need.

The Star
Follow the Star that leads to 
Emmanuel, God with us, and 
realize the gift that you bring 
is yourself.

2019-2020 SAINT OLAF  
MUSIC SERIES
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Our season of Advent begins the weekend 
of November 30th/December 1st.  We have 
just given thanks to God for all the benefits 
and bounty this year has brought.  We have 
been blessed, challenged, changed, and 
refreshed as we begin a new liturgical year 
filled with joy and hope.  Our joy and hope 
come from Jesus Christ who is the “Sun of 
Justice and dispels the darkness from our 
lives.”  The light of day is getting shorter, the 
cold is getting chillier, and we find ourselves 
in the in-between.   Our new liturgical cycle 
opens by inviting us to “Stay Awake.”  We 
have returned to Matthew’s gospel where 
Jesus is portrayed as a “teacher.”  Jesus is our 
interpreter of the law and teaches us about 
life, loving, and learning.  Our commission is 
to “Go forth therefore and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded 
you, and behold, I am with you always, until 
the end of the age,” These are Jesus’ final 
words in Matthew’s gospel (Matthew 28:19-
20).  We start at the end, the commissioning, 
to know the beginning.  Jesus’ story begins 
in Matthew with his genealogy, a long list of 
people who lived, loved, and learned as they 
longed for the Messiah to appear and dispel 
their idea of the darkness, to liberate forever 
the children of Israel and save them from 
their sins.  

The beginning began in only a way God would 
plan.  Joseph’s heart was changed as he took 
Mary, who was with child, into his home and 
prepared to welcome Emmanuel, “God is with 
us,” after a visit from an angel in a dream.  
Bethlehem was the chosen place for this holy 
birth and even Magi appeared, after following 
the star, to offer gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh.  Danger lurked in the darkness of 
the world yet His light shone through.  The 
Magi departed by another way and a flight 
into Egypt displaced the Holy Family. 

From the beginning, life would no longer be 
the same, living would have new meaning 
and the old would give way to the new.  
Advent is the armor that leads us to the 
light, throwing off the works of darkness 
and preparing the way of the Lord.  This way 
bears fruit that is evidence of our repentance.  
Friendships are renewed, families are healed, 
mercy is received and life is respected once 
again.  Mary said, “Yes,” to bringing Jesus into 
the world.  Joseph said, “Yes”, to welcoming 
the mystery of God’s love. The Magi followed 
what they had longed for, dreamed about 
and realized.  Life would never be the same 
for them nor for us even though year after 
year, we find ourselves crazed by the season, 
harried by the ads, falling under the pressures 
of preparing only the best.  Every year we say, 
“Next year will be different; we’ll simplify, 

we’ll donate, we’ll help and serve.”  That time 
is here, How will you enter into the season of 
waiting, the season of preparing, the season 
of cleansing and the season of giving and 
loving?

The winter solstice nears with hope that 
days will grow longer with light.  The “Sun 
of Justice” shines on us in these months as 
the chill will settle in, the snow will stay and 
you and I will wonder, “Why?”  We are here 
together to be a source of hope through the 
warmth of fireplaces, the chill of drafts, the 
snow filled days and backed up roads.  May 
this season be a season that awakens in us 
that “God with us”, Emmanuel calls us to the 
great commissioning of sharing in his love and 
word every day and to everyone.  May God 
bless us in these seasons that come and go 
but give us anew the chance to awaken the 
childlikeness within that sees the blessings, 
excitement, hopes and dreams God has 
hidden in our lives to be revealed as we enter 
new stages and arenas each and every day.  
Together at Saint Olaf we will pray, sing, sit, 
stand and eat with each other, celebrating 
that God is with us, Emmanuel, who came 
to offer us salvation.  Happy Advent, Merry 
Christmas, a Blessed New Year and a Peace-
filled winter to one and all!

”O, SUN OF JUSTICE, ENLIGHTEN OUR 
HEARTS AND DISPEL ALL DARKNESS!"

Written by Fr. Kevin Kenney
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One of my favorite things in life is to go to 
the movies midweek at the latest possible 
show time and find myself the only one 
in the theater.  It is like being in a huge 
living room watching on a gigantic TV the 
newest movie.  Now this would freak you 
out if you were the only passenger on a 
commercial flight, the only parishioner 
showing up for Mass, or all alone this Black 
Friday waiting outside the biggest and 
best department store for the best sale of 
the year.  Two years ago, I went to see a 
movie called “The Star”, a 2017 American 
computer-animated Christian comedy film 
directed by Timothy Reckart based on the 
Nativity of Jesus, an original idea by Tom 
Sheridan, the screenplay was written by 
Carlos Kotkin and Simon Moore.  It was a 
hoot.  I loved this movie and being the only 
person in the theater I was able to enjoy 
completely the story of Jesus’ birth.  The 
characters portrayed so many people I 
could relate with and watching this movie, I 
knew that Christmas would be special and 
the private showing touched my heart in a 
way that Christmas came alive again for 
me.  Once in awhile we need experiences 
that will renew in us the awe of this time of 
year and keep us year after year amazed 
at that story of the reason for the season.

Traditions abound this time of year.  Some 
traditions might be gathering with friends 
or family to watch “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas”; making cookies or tamales 
with a love that takes away the calories; 
putting up the Christmas tree the day 
after Thanksgiving (or like me on the 24th 
of December); sending cards or greetings, 

near and far; making time to enjoy friends 
and family.  Traditions are special and 
having them rooted in faith brings a 
different meaning to the season.

Advent begins with finding and dusting 
off the wreath that holds four candles 
signifying the four weeks of Advent.  One 
candle is lit the first week, two the second 
week and so on.  A traditional wreath 
is circular and made with evergreens 
signifying “continuous life.”  The candles 
are three purple and one pink.  Families 
light the candles on the wreath as they 
enjoy sitting down and eating a meal 
together. 

Another fun Advent tradition is an Advent 
Calendar.  You can purchase one that 
has little windows which open each day 
that help us focus on the reason for the 
season and anticipate Jesus’ birthday.  You 
can make your own by finding a calendar 
for December and writing on each day 
something you could do like helping 
someone, spending time in prayer, making 
cookies and sharing them with neighbors, 
friends and the priests.  We had a tradition 
growing up of drawing a name and being 
that person’s “Advent Angel” where we 
would do nice things for them every day.

December 6th, the Feast of St. Nicholas, 
carries a tradition of placing a shoe or shoes 
outside your room with the hope of finding 
them filled with goodies and not coal.  God 
calls us all to erase the darkness of sin and 
be filled with joy and peace.  December 

8th we honor Mary and her Immaculate 
Conception and December 12th the 
appearance of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  
Saint Lucy brings light and treats on 
the 13th and John of the Cross keeps us 
grounded on the 14th of December.  Saints 
Stephen, John the Apostle, Basil the Great, 
Gregory Nazianzen and Elizabeth Ann 
Seton adorn our Christmas Season.

Decorating is a tradition many people share.  
Putting up a Christmas tree, Christmas 
stockings, garland, lawn ornaments and 
lights.  It is a joy to drive around town and 
see these beautiful decorations lighting up 
the world. Take a drive and sing carols as 
you delight in this wonderful time of the 
year.  Dare to keep your decorations up 
until the Feast of Epiphany!

Christmas brings many traditions like 
specials meals, family gatherings, gift 
exchanges, attending Mid-night Mass 
(now at 10:00pm) as a family and simply 
being thankful for all you have.  The twelve 
days of Christmas allow us to enter into 
the festive days and seeking the Newborn 
King like the Wise Men as they move from 
one room to another.  Crèche scenes come 
in many shapes and sizes and all bring us 
to a “Bethlehem” where our savior Jesus 
was born.  Carols are sung and we enjoy 
them way into January, until the Baptism 
of the Lord, as the world turns and focuses 
on other matters.

New Year’s Eve and Day invite celebrations, 
renewals and relationships, leaving behind 

THE STAR
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Invite your family and friends to join us as we praise the 

greatest gift, Jesus Christ, who came into the world as  

one like us to be “Emmanuel”, God with us. 

Our regular confession schedule continues 
with additional priests on some days as we 
get closer to the celebration of Christmas.  
Our extended hours of confession will 
be December 19th when priests will be 
available from 12:30pm until 5:30pm.  
Come and receive the gift of God’s grace 
during this holy season.

Our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
Mass schedule offers many opportunities 
to “Come All Ye Faithful.”  Invite your family 
and friends to join us as we praise the 
greatest gift, Jesus Christ, who came into 
the world as one like us to be “Emmanuel”, 
God with us.  Free parking will not be an 
issue as we have the Minneapolis Club 
ramp (across the street) for our use. The 
TCF Ramp, which connects to the skyway 
(if open) and the surface lot off of 10th 
Street.  The now completed 8th Street 
road allows you to easily drive to Saint Olaf, 
park, or drop off your loved ones, and we 
will be happy to greet them as they come 
through our doors to the warmth and glow 
of Christmas.

the disappointments of the last year 
and making resolutions for the new.  We 
celebrate Mary, the Mother of God who 
cares for all of us and wants the best for 
us too.  In January we celebrate the Feast 
of Epiphany, January 5th and the Baptism 
of the Lord, which concludes our Christmas 
season, January 12th.  Each day is blessed 
and blesses us to bless one another.

I invite you to journey with us for our many 
celebrations.  We have added to our regular 
Mass schedule a 5:15pm Mass on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays starting December 3rd 
and concluding on January 9th.  Advent 
and Christmas invite us to enter into the 
mystery of the Incarnation and follow 
where the star leads. December 8th, the 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception falls 
on Sunday so the Holy Day is transferred 
to Monday, December 9th, which is still 
a Holy Day, but not one of obligation.  A 
5:15pm Mass will be added that Monday.  
Thursday, December 12th, the 5:15pm 
Mass will be bi-lingual as we celebrate the 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

January 1st is the Feast of Mary, Mother of 
God.  This feast is a Holy Day of obligation 
to give thanks to our Mother for her life, 
her “Yes” and her blessings.  We have a 
limited Mass Schedule that day to allow 
you to sleep in and allow us to gather as 
a community, getting to know one another 
as our Mother would like and thank God for 
the many blessings that this New Year will 
bring.

Included in our Christmas Season we 
celebrate the Holy Family, Epiphany and the 
Baptism of the Lord.  These Sundays draw 
us into the reality of life and the challenges, 
joys and peace life hands us.  Continue to 
invite neighbors to accompany you at Saint 
Olaf or invite them to your home to tune 
into our broadcasts on Channel 6, MCN, 
to experience the beautiful and inspiring 
liturgies that Saint Olaf celebrates.  

We walk gradually into and through the 
seasons of Advent and Christmas back 
into Ordinary Time, not to settle into old 
patterns but to follow the Star that shone 
brightly in our lives and lead us, many 
times unknowingly, into the environment 
of Jesus’ love made manifest.  Again, join us 
as we celebrate together where this Star 
has led us; to Bethlehem, to the Jordan, to 
the Cross, to the Tomb and into life now 
and everlasting.  Follow the Star that leads 
to Emmanuel, God with us, and realize the 
gift that you bring is yourself.
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LIVE YOUR ADVENT – 
LOVE YOUR CHRISTMAS 
The desert and the parched land will exult;

the steppe will rejoice and bloom.

They will bloom with abundant flowers,  

and rejoice with joyful song. 

Isaiah 35:1-4

My older daughter and her husband live in 
the desert.  We seem to be doing a “reverse 
snowbird” concept with both of our kids 
moving to warmer climates, while my 
husband and I slug it out in the Midwest.  
Of course, we have nice places to visit, the 
mountains of Colorado for one daughter 
and Arizona for my desert daughter.  When 
visiting, we usually spend time hiking and 
one spring visit we arrived just in time 
to see the cactus blooming.  When that 
baked, bone dry earth finally gets to drink 
in the spring rain; the landscape literally 
explodes with colorful blossoms that are 
nothing short of amazing. Pink, yellow, red, 
and orange vie for attention.  You cannot 
look upon such beauty appearing out of 
seemingly thin air and not believe that God 
created this extraordinary earth.

The transformation from parched brown 
sand to glorious color doesn’t happen 
easily. The cacti must endure dry dormant 
periods, merciless wind whipping the sand 
into frenzy, and scorching sun. Some cacti 
do not bloom for 50 years or more, lying 
in wait for the perfect combination of heat, 
cold, dry, and wet. When the blossoms 
appear, many only last for a day or only 
appear at night. But we cannot have the 
flowers without the heat, sun, wind, and 
finally rain.

The words from Isaiah above are part of 
our Advent readings for the third Sunday 
in Advent. Gaudete Sunday is the break 
in Advent when we celebrate the joy that 
is to come at Christmas. The image of the 
desert in bloom is one that suits Advent 
so well. We wait. We anticipate. We clear 
out all of the wild distractions, turn inward, 
and we look as if we are dormant, silently 
preparing until that moment the Christ 
Child appears. Then in that moment of 
wonder, our hearts and souls explode in 
a riot of celebration to herald the coming 
of Jesus Christ. And like the desert bloom, 
we cannot have a true Christmas without 
living the Advent.

How can we shut down the busyness of 
the world that clamors for us to buy this or 
that to make our Christmas perfect?  How 
does one take the commercialism that has 
hijacked this season and bring it back to 
one of faith and family? It certainly is not 
easy to find the way to take the excess out 
of Christmas, but any attempts to simplify 
can make a difference. Stop.  Breathe.  

Pray.  Find the joy in cutting down the 
clutter of technology and instead, take 
a walk, enjoy a cup of coffee with your 
neighbor, call someone you love who 
lives far away and wish them a blessed 
Christmas, write a note or a letter to 
someone who is important to you.  

Set a limit on adding events to that already 
overloaded calendar and instead choose 
to do the one or two things that feed your 
soul, your mind, or fill your heart.  Decide 
on the Advent preparations and Christmas 
traditions that enhance your life, not add 
to the stress of keeping up with the frenzy.

Christmas, like the desert blooms, will 
come. We know this to be true.  It will come 
whether or not we make all those cookies 
perfectly, or have the biggest Christmas 
tree, or send out hundreds of cards with 
little or no thought to the sentiment. But 
if we can slow down, savor our Advent 
time to prepare our hearts for Jesus Christ, 
perhaps we can experience the best 
blooming Christmas ever.
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also features the release of From Age to 
Age’s Christmas-themed CD of the same 
title, “Sounds of the Season.” Warm your 
heart throughout the holidays by listening 
to From Age to Age in your home, car, or 
office. The CDs also make a fantastic gift! 
CDs will be available for purchase at the 
concert for $15 each.

On Saturday, January 11, at 7:00pm, we 
will host PopUp Choir, a local ensemble 
that brings together accomplished singers 
to foster musicianship, collaboration, and 
community. They will present sacred music 
from 20th century England, featuring 
artistic director Ahmed Anzaldua. Tickets 
available at the door or at https://
PopUpChoir19.BrownPaperTickets.com. 

Occasionally recitals or other events arise 
that are not formally part of the Saint 
Olaf Music Series. Two such events are 
upcoming: On Sunday, December 22 at 
1:30pm, there will be an organ recital 
by visiting organist Jacob Minns. On 
Saturday morning, February 8, the Twin 
Cities chapter of the American Guild of 
Organists will be presenting a masterclass 
celebrating the 150th anniversary of the 
birth of Louis Vierne, celebrated composer 
and longtime organist at the Cathedral of 
Notre-Dame in Paris. Stay tuned via the 
weekly bulletin, and the website, for more 
information on these and other upcoming 
events!

2019-2020 SAINT OLAF MUSIC SERIES 
As part of Saint Olaf’s outreach to the 
community, commitment to the arts, and 
enrichment of the lives of its parishioners 
and visitors alike, we host a music series 
that features a diverse assortment of 
quality musicians and ensembles.

The 2019-2020 Music Series at Saint Olaf 
Church has gotten off to a great start this 
fall. Our “Of Ministry and Music” event in 
September brought parishioners together 
to have fun and fellowship around a 
great meal and a lovely performance 
by the students of the Augsburg Suzuki 
string program. The evening built 
community and raised funds for capital 
improvement projects, including the 
upcoming restoration of the Steinway B 
grand piano in the church – more news on 
that forthcoming! This fall, we have also 
enjoyed organ recitals every Wednesday 
after the noon Mass. These recitals have 
featured a diverse assortment of talented 
local organists, and wonderful repertoire, 
to showcase our remarkable and versatile 
Lively-Fulcher organ.

We have some exciting events in December 
and January, when the bulk of the 
programming on the music series takes 
place – both some beloved long-standing 
traditions, and some new partnerships:

On Saturday, December 7, at 7:30pm, we 
will host The Singers, with artistic director 
Matthew Culloton, as they perform their 
program, “What Sweeter Music” – featuring 

cherished carols, beloved Christmas 
works, and musical surprises. Tickets 
available at www.singersmca.org or at the 
door. Show a Saint Olaf bulletin with the 
concert information to get a discount on 
your ticket! 

On Sunday, December 8, at 6:30pm, we 
will host the 10th annual singalong of 
Handel’s Messiah, with the Minnesota 
Chorale, featuring artistic director Kathy 
Saltzman Romey and former long-time 
Saint Olaf organist Dr. Lynn Trapp. Scores 
of the Messiah are provided, or you may 
bring your own copy. Come sing along, or 
just listen! The singers of the Minnesota 
Chorale, both in the choir chairs and 
dispersed throughout the pews, will lead a 
rousing performance of this beloved Saint 
Olaf tradition. Free-will donation.

On Monday, December 9, at 7:00pm, the 
Totino-Grace Symphonic Wind Orchestra, 
under the direction of Timothy Hoffman, 
will perform their annual holiday concert 
in the church after having spent a day of 
service here at our open-house. Students 
will perform holiday favorites and fill the 
church with the joyful sound of symphonic 
winds and percussion. Free-will donation.

Last, but not least for December, our 
choir-in-residence, From Age to Age, with 
artistic director Peter Durow, will present 
their “Sounds of the Season” program 
on Saturday, December 14 at 7:00pm. 
Suggested donation $20. This concert 



Page 7  •  www.saintolaf.org

The downtown location of Saint Olaf 
has played a major role in shaping and 
directing the mission of the parish since 
its founding nearly 80 years ago. Knowing 
our neighbors and who comes in and out 
of our doors each day, week, month and 
year gives rise to “serving as a living sign 
of Christ’s saving presence in the heart 
of the city”. Downtown continues to 
grow and to change all around the church 
campus, and parish ministry efforts strive 
to stay nimble in order to be responsive to 
these changing times and the needs of our 
neighbors.

“Parish Mission in the Heart of the City” (PMHC) 
is a new initiative born on the occasion of 
Fr. Patrick Kennedy retiring as pastor of 
St. Olaf and from full time ministry. When 
parish members and other friends asked 

PARISH MISSION IN THE

for ways to honor his service to the parish 
and his priesthood, he requested support 
for an initiative to continue animating the 
faith-life and mission of Saint Olaf into 
the future. Contributed funds make PMHC 
possible.

The goal of the Patrick Kennedy Initiative 
for “Parish Mission in the Heart of the City” 
is to convene the parish 3-5 times/year, 
along with the downtown community, 
and invite expert practitioners and other 
leaders to present, challenge and engage 
on topics related to the core pillars for 
parish mission in the heart of the city. 

The inaugural PMHC event took place 
on November 13 and featured Fr. Kevin 
Kenney, who became pastor this past 

Written by Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry

July. He returned to St. Olaf after being 
assigned here after he was ordained 25 
years ago. In his address he encouraged 
those assembled to share their gifts and 
their faith in Jesus Christ to embrace the 
new opportunities to serve in the heart of 
the city. 

The next PMHC event is scheduled for 
February 19, 2020 from 7-9:00am, 
featuring Fr. Michael Joncas, a priest of 
the Archdiocese, composer of liturgical 
music, and a member of the faculty at the 
University of St. Thomas. He will present 
on the relationship of the call to worship to 
carry out the mission of the gospel. More 
details and registration information will 
be available after the first of the year. The 
final session of the inaugural year will be 
held in late April.

Heart of the City
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Saint Olaf Samaritan Ministry has 
recently received a number of grants 
to assist in carrying out the mission 
to serve those most in need. We are 
grateful for this generosity. Support for 
the parish across all ministry areas helps 
strengthen efforts to serve members, 
visitors, guests and the wider downtown 
community. 
•  $50,000 from a family foundation 

(who wishes to remain anonymous). 
$25,000 is for emergency 
rent assistance through Align 
Minneapolis (Formerly DCEH). 
$25,000 is for the financial 
assistance project to help people 
facing barriers to move from 
homelessness and/or keep stable 
housing.

•  $800 from the Catholic Relief 
Services Rice Bowl Grant program 
to provide non-perishable snacks 
with high nutritional value for guests 
served at hospitality. 

•  $300 from Starbucks/Second 
Harvest Heartland to help support 
parish food rescue efforts to provide 
a wider variety of food resources to 
guests of Samaritan Ministry. 

Samaritan Ministry is also grateful for 
the support of the following groups for 
their drives, collections and contributions 
to our clothing closets and food shelf:
•  Women with Spirit Bible Study, Pax 

Christi, Eden Prairie. 
•  League of Catholic Women, 

Minneapolis

SAINT OLAF  
SAMARITAN MINISTRY 
GETS “GRANTED”

• Ameriprise, Minneapolis
• Wells Fargo, Minneapolis

If you are interested in organizing a drive 
with friends, family or at your workplace, 
contact the parish office to learn about the 
items most needed.
We also give thanks for the incredible 
support we receive from countless 
individuals and households for the clothing, 
food, household goods, and hygiene items. 
Samaritan Ministry simply would not 

Written by Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry

exist without this continued support.  
Thank you!

Winter gear is especially needed. 
Items may be dropped off during the 
week or on weekends when you come 
for Mass. Call the parish office for 
more information or contact program 
director Michael Griffin at mgriffin@
saintolaf.org. 
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GIVING TREES BRING HOLIDAY CHEER
The 2019 Holiday Giving Trees are ready 
for another year to help connect Saint Olaf 
members and visitors to those in need. 
Located at the skyway entrance and under 
the skylight at the 8th Street entrance, the 
Giving Trees are decorated with colorful 
ornaments with suggested gift ideas to 
provide some holiday cheer for guests of 
Saint Olaf Samaritan Ministry. 

The process is simple; take an ornament, 
or two, (or more!), shop for the requested 
items and return them the next time you are 
here at Saint Olaf. Giving Tree ornaments 
also provide an avenue for friends, family 
and workplaces to engage in the season of 
giving by shopping for others in need. If you 
are reading this and don’t want to wait to 
get an ornament, you may choose one of 
these items on our list:

• Target gift cards-$10, $25 and $100
• 10-Ride bus cards
• Walgreens or CVS gift cards-$10
• Cub gift cards-$20, $50
• Subway gift card-$10
•  Women’s hat, gloves/mittens, scarf, 

warm socks
•  Men’s hat, gloves/mittens, scarf, warm 

soc ks
•  Shampoo, body wash, lotion for women 

and men.
• Men’s winter coat-sizes XL, 2XX, 3XXX
It is also possible to make a check/cash 
contribution clearly marked “Samaritan 
Ministry” and volunteers will shop for 
you. Returning items ASAP helps us plan 
for what else might be needed as the 
season moves forward. The Giving Trees 
will be up until December 15. Please 
contact Michael Griffin with questions or 
for more information at 612-767-7632 or  
mgriffin@SaintOlaf.org. 

All are invited to the annual Saint 
Olaf Holiday Open House on Monday, 
December 9 from 7:15am-3:30pm in the 
Forliti Gathering Room. There will be festive 
food and refreshments, activities to mark the 
season (Santa is working to put it in his schedule) 
and music provided throughout the day by 
various ensembles from Totino Grace Catholic 
High School. The students will also assist with 
serving and supporting the open house all day 
long. That evening they will present their holiday 
concert here at Saint Olaf at 7:00pm as part of 
the parish music series. 

Stop by after the 7:00am mass for a cup 
of coffee to start the day, or after the Noon 
mass for lunch. Join others in between meals 
for some holiday cheer. Bring a friend or co-
worker. Have a visit with other Saint Olaf 
members or Samaritan Ministry guests. All 
are welcome (and there’s no charge)!

SAINT OLAF 
HOLIDAY OPEN 
HOUSE

Saint Olaf Samaritan Ministry is fortunate 
to have a number of high school students 
helping serve guests in a variety of ways 
this year. 

Seven students from Cretin-Derham Hall 
(CDH) Catholic School in St. Paul come on 
most Thursdays in two groups to serve 
in the parish hospitality ministry. They 
began this fall and will be with us until 
right before they graduate in the spring. 
This is the third year CDH students 
have participated as part of their social 
studies/theology classes. In addition to 
serving refreshments, students engage 
guests in conversation, play cards or 
board games, and learn about life issues 
for those experiencing homelessness. 

Also for the third year, students from 
the Totino Grace (TG) Band in Fridley 
are serving and supporting the Saint 
Olaf Holiday Open House (this year on 
December 9). They share their incredible 
musical gifts throughout the open house 
in small ensembles. Then that evening at 
7:00 pm they will perform their annual 
holiday concert in the church. 

All of these students come equipped with 
a great sense of service and a generous 
spirit of sharing their time and talent. Stop 
by on a Thursday to say hello to students 
from CDH, or come by the open house or 
concert on December 9 to greet students 
from TG. 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS IN  
SERVICE AT SAINT OLAF
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Written by Jeanne Peterson, Finances

CALENDAR 
YEAR-END 
GIVING                                         

Thank you for your support of time, talent 
and financial gifts you have shared with 
Saint Olaf.  We are fast approaching the end 
of another year.  Individuals are busy with 
family gatherings and holiday activities.  
For a lot of people this is also a time for 
charitable giving.

With all the busyness of the Advent and 
Christmas season we encourage you to 
start the process early.  This is especially 
helpful for more lengthy transactions that 
need to be done through your financial 
advisor, stockbroker or IRA custodian and 
who can feel overwhelmed with processing 
year-end requests.  You too can be less 
stressed by not having to worry about 
whether the contribution will be received 
in time to be counted as a 2019 gift.

We would like to remind you that all 
donations per IRS rules must be received, 
postmarked and completed by December 
31, 2019 to be considered a 2019 gift.  This 
applies to checks, cash, credit card or ACH 
transactions.

PARISHIONER NEWS
BAPTISMS JULY - NOVEMBER 2019
Zaida Beatrice Maya July 7, 2019
Thea Maria Bussen August 3, 2019
Ruby Jane Johnson August 4, 2019
David Essoham Lakte October 13, 2019
Jose Antonio Diaz-Velazco November 16, 2019

FUNERALS:        OCTOBER - NOVEMBER, 2019
Pauline Altermatt October 14, 2019
Richard Mathew Flynn October 19, 2019
Eleanor Barthel October 24, 2019
Carolyn Kellam November 16, 2019

MARRIAGES: AUGUST - NOVEMBER 2019
Stuart Barfield Harty and Ann Marie McCarty August 31, 2019
Brandon Keegan McGarry and Samantha Ann Dvorsak September 21, 2019
Maggie Brass and Eric Vonzel  November 9, 2019
Vanessa Goh and David Wacker  November 23, 2019

STAFF DIRECTORY
Pastoral Team
Fr. Kevin Kenney frkkenney@saintolaf.org
Fr. Michael Krenik frmkrenik@saintolaf.org
Fr. Mark Wehmann frwehmann@saintolaf.org

Administration
Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator mkennedy@saintolaf.org
Beth Frey, Office Manager  bfrey@saintolaf.org
Amber Guthmiller, Hospitality Coordinator/Admin Asst  aguthmiller@saintolaf.org
Jeanne Peterson, Finances  jeanne@saintolaf.org 
Tariq Rahul, Forliti Foyer Receptionist/ Security trahul@saintolaf.org
Cedric Smith, Forliti Foyer Receptionist/ Security csmith@saintolaf.org

Liturgy – Music – Worship
Virginia Stillwell, Director of Worship vstillwell@saintolaf.org
Joel Anderson, Director of Music/Principle Organist janderson@saintolaf.org
Matt Hinds, Sunday Afternoon Ensemble Director  mhinds@saintolaf.org

St. Olaf Charity and Justice Ministry 
Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry mgriffin@saintolaf.org

Facilities
Jake Rea, Maintenance/Security jrea@saintolaf.org



Page 11  •  www.saintolaf.org

We have decided to enhance the Advent 
and Christmas Seasons of our parish 
community by offering a 5:15p.m. Mass 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  The one 
exception will be Christmas Eve which has 
its own Mass Schedule.  The Christmas 
Season ends with the Baptism of the 
Lord which will be celebrated January 
12.  It is our hope that many will take 
advantage of these Masses to make this 
a time of reflecting upon God’s graces..

We will evaluate these masses at 
the end of the Christmas Season to 
determine whether we do this during the 
Lent and Easter Seasons as well, so your 
feedback would be appreciated. 

Advent Series
Looking for a way to make this Advent 
better than last year’s Advent? Do you 
get stressed by all the demands placed 
on you during the Advent season: 
“holiday” parties, shopping, family time, 
yearend work details, financial stressors 
and many others? This year Fr. Wehmann 
will be giving short, inspirational talks 
that will uplift you with practical and 
spiritual advice to help you have a 
meaningful and peaceful Advent season. 
We will be meeting after the Monday 
Noon Mass the first 3 weeks of Advent: 
December 2, 9, and 16 from 12:30 – 
1:00 in Forliti Gathering Room. I hope 
you will prayerfully consider joining this 

MASSES ADDED  
AND MORE

series. For more info please contact Fr. 
Wehmann 612-767-6203.

Blessing of Candles, February 2
In 2020 the feast of the Presentation of 
the Lord (Candlemas Day) will be on a 
Sunday. This feast recalls the 40th day 
after the birth of Jesus, when he was 
presented the temple. Led by the Spirit, 
Simeon and Ana met the Hold Family 
in the temple and proclaimed Christ as 
the Light of revelation to the nations. 
Candles will be blessed at all Masses. 
You may bring candles from home to be 
blessed. 
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MASSES ADDED  
AND MORE

Blessing of Throats, February 3
St. Blasé was a bishop and physician 
who was martyred for his faith. One of 
the miracles attributed to him involved 
curing a child who had an object lodged 
in his throat. The church has a tradition 
of blessing throats on his feast day, 
February 3rd. The blessing calls forth 
healing of diseases of the throat and all 
other illnesses. Throats will be blessed 
after the 7:00am and 12:00 noon 
Masses. 

Ash Wednesday, February 26th 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning 
of the Lenten Season. On this day our 
foreheads are marked with ashes to 
humbly bring to mind our need to turn 
away from sin and toward the will of 
God for us. Ashes will be distributed at 
all Masses: 6:00am, 7:00am without 
music, 10:00am, 11:00am, 12:00 noon, 
4:00pm, and 5:15pm with music. Ash 
Wednesday and all the Fridays of Lent 
are days of abstinence from meat for 
those 14 and older. Ash Wednesday is 
also a day of fasting for adults from age 
18 until they reach their 59th birthday. 

REMEMBER A LOVED ONE THIS CHRISTMAS 

This Christmas remember a loved one, living or deceased, with a gift towards church flowers and environment.  Suggested offering is 
$20.00 per remembrance.  Names of honorees and donors will be posted at the church entrances.  Make checks to Saint Olaf Church 
with the memo “Christmas Environment donation.”  Include donation and completed form in the collection or bring to the parish 
reception desk in Forliti Foyer by December 16. 

From:  _________________________________ 

In Honor of: ____________________________ 

From:  _________________________________ 

In Honor of: ____________________________ 

From:  ____________________________________ 

In Memory of: ______________________________ 

From:  ____________________________________ 

In Memory of: ______________________________ 

Donation: $20.00 for each remembrance: Total Enclosed:  $_____________ 

REMEMBER A LOVED ONE THIS CHRISTMAS 

This Christmas remember a loved one, living or deceased, with a gift towards church flowers and environment.  Suggested offering is 
$20.00 per remembrance.  Names of honorees and donations will be posted at the church entrances.  Make checks to Saint Olaf 
Church with the memo “Christmas Environment donation.”  Include donation and completed form in the collection or bring to the 
parish reception desk in Forliti Foyer by December 16. 

From:  _________________________________ 

In Honor of: ____________________________ 

From:  _________________________________ 

In Honor of: ____________________________ 

From:  ____________________________________ 

In Memory of: ______________________________ 

From:  ____________________________________ 

In Memory of: ______________________________ 

Donation: $20.00 for each remembrance: Total Enclosed:  $_____________ 

REMEMBER A LOVED ONE THIS CHRISTMAS 

This Christmas remember a loved one, living or deceased, with a gift towards church flowers and environment.  Suggested offering is 
$20.00 per remembrance.  Names of honorees and donations will be posted at the church entrances.  Make checks to Saint Olaf 
Church with the memo “Christmas Environment donation.”  Include donation and completed form in the collection or bring to the 
parish reception desk in Forliti Foyer by December 16. 

From:  _________________________________ 

In Honor of: ____________________________ 

From:  _________________________________ 

In Honor of: ____________________________ 

From:  ____________________________________ 

In Memory of: ______________________________ 

From:  ____________________________________ 

In Memory of: ______________________________ 

Donation: $20.00 for each remembrance: Total Enclosed:  $_____________ 

The fast consists of eating only one full 
meal, two smaller meals that together 
do not equal a full meal, and no solid food 
between meals. 

Stations of the Cross begin 
February 28
A lovely mix of scripture and song that 
recalls the journey of Jesus to the cross and 
our response to his saving love. Stations 
are celebrated every Friday of Lent 11:15- 
11:45am. All Fridays of Lent are days of 
abstinence from meat for those who are 
ages 14 and above. 
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Weekly Schedule
Monday 
7:00am  Mass/ Confessions 
7:00am  Samaritan Ministry  
 Hospitality 
12:00 noon  Mass
12:00 noon AA

Tuesday 
7:00am  Mass/ Confessions
12:00 noon  Mass/ Confessions
5:15pm  Advent Mass
 
Wednesday 
7:00am  Mass/ Confessions
7:00am  AA
12:00 noon  Mass
12:00 noon  AA
7:30pm  Alanon

Thursday 
7:00am  Mass/ Confessions
7:30am  Samaritan Ministry  
 Hospitality 
12:00 noon  Mass/ Confessions
5:15pm  Advent Mass
 
Friday            
7:00am  Mass/ Confessions
10:00am  Knitting Club
12:00 noon  Mass
12:00 noon  Adoration of the  
 Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 
9:00am  Centering Prayer 
12:00 noon  Mass/ Confessions
12:30pm  Rosary in the chapel  
 following Mass 
4:00pm  Mass
  
Sunday 
6:00am  Mass
8:00am  Mass
10:00am  Mass
12:00 noon  Mass
4:00pm Mass

DECEMBER 
EVENTS
2  Fr. Wehmann Advent Series  .....................................12:30pm

4  Organ Recital  .................................................................12:30pm

7 The Singers Concert  ......................................................7:30pm

8  Book Club  ........................................................................2:30pm

  Messiah Sing – with the MN Choral 
Concert  .............................................................................6:30pm

9   Immaculate Conception Masses  ......7:00am, 12:00 noon,  
 5:15pm

 Holiday Open House  ...................................7:00am-3:00pm

 Fr. Wehmann Advent Series  .....................................12:30pm

 Totino Grace Holiday Concert  ....................................7:00pm

12  Discussions that Encounter  .......................................6:30pm

14  From Age to Age Concert  ............................................7:00pm

15  Exodus Holiday Dinner  ................................................4:00pm

16   Fr. Wehmann Advent Series  ....................................12:30pm

22  Jacob Minns’s Organ Recital  ......................................1:30pm

24  Christmas Eve Mass  ....................................................4:00pm 

 Christmas Eve Mass  ....................................................6:00pm

 Christmas Eve Mass  .................................................10:00pm

             Extended Preludes precede every Mass
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 Christmas Day Mass (no music)................................6:00am 

 Christmas Day Mass  ...................................................8:00am

 Christmas Day Mass  .................................................10:00am

 Christmas Day Mass  ..............................................12:00 noon

 Christmas Day Mass ...... ..............................................4:00pm

              Extended Preludes precede every Mass

31  Mary Mother of God

 Vigil Mass  ........................................................................5:15pm

JANUARY 
EVENTS
1       Mary, Mother of God – Holy Day

 Mass  ...............................................................................10:00am 

 Mass  ..........................................................................12:00 noon

9   League of Catholic Women Drive for  
Samaritan Ministry ..................................10:00am-12:00pm

 Discussions that Encounter  .......................................6:00pm

12  PopUp Choir Concert  ....................................................7:00pm

15  Legatus Mass  .................................................................5:30pm

19  Exodus Dinner  ...............................................................4:00pm

FEBRUARY 
EVENTS 

2  Blessing of Candles at Masses

3  Blessing of Throats  ........7:00am and 12:00 noon Masses 

8  Organ Masterclass/ Presentation 

11  League of Catholic Women:  
Tuesday Club  ................................................9:00am-12:00pm

13  Discussions that Encounter ...................................... 6:00pm

16  Exodus Dinner  ...............................................................4:00pm

19   Parish Mission in the Heart of the City with  
Fr. Michael Joncas  ..........................................................7:30am

 Mass before ..................................................................7:00am 

26   Ash Wednesday Masses  ........6:00am, 7:00am, 10:00am,  
                           11:00am, 12:00 noon,  
                                              4:00pm, and 5:15pm

15
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Where to Park
FREE: Saint Olaf surface parking lot next to the church, 8th Street 
and 3rd Ave.
FREE:  Minneapolis Club Ramp, across from us on 8th Street. Saint 
Olaf has entered into an agreement with the Minneapolis Club for 
parking on Saturdays, Sundays, and Holy Days during Mass times. 
FREE: 10th Street surface lot, 10th St. and 2nd Ave.
Saint Olaf has been extended a gift of free parking, but it is ONLY 
for the 10th St. and 2nd Ave. section of this lot and ONLY for 
weekend Mass. 
You must display a “St. Olaf” card on your dashboard. Cards are 
available at the Forliti Foyer Reception desk or from the ushers.
FREE: TCF Tower ramp, across 2nd Ave. from church
To exit the ramp without paying, you must have a voucher. 
Vouchers are available at the Forliti Foyer Reception desk or from 
the ushers.
FIVE DOLLARS ON WEEKENDS: NRG Ramp, across 3rd Ave. from 
church. The ramp is connected to St. Olaf by Skyway, and the 
Skyway is open for all Masses.

25

31
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St. Olaf Catholic Church
215 S. 8th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402

Sunday Mass is broadcast on Sundays at 8:00pm and 
Mondays at 10:00am on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 and on YouTube

serving as a living sign of Christ’s 
saving presence in the heart of the city

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 12:00pm, 4:00pm
Sunday: 6:00am, 8:00am, 10:00am, 
 12:00pm, 4:00pm

ROSARY - IN THE CHAPEL
Saturday: following 12:00 noon Mass

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Monday- Friday: 7:00am, 12:00pm 
During Advent and Christmas 
Tuesday, Thursday   5:15pm

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Monday - Friday following 7:00am Mass
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 
following 12:00pm Mass

PASTORAL TEAM
Fr. Kevin Kenney
Fr. Michael Krenik
Fr. Mark Wehmann

CONTACT
215 South 8th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402-2803
612-332-7471
www.saintolaf.org

OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Thursday:   9:00am–4:00pm
Friday:   Closed

For information and complete details on 
parking while at Saint Olaf, visit us online at  
www.saintolaf.org or check at the Forliti 
Reception Desk.
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ADORATION IN THE CHAPEL
Fridays:  12:30 – 5:00pm


